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I. Name 
-- 

historic Bethe l  Green ( p r e f e r r e d )  

and/or common James Bum~ardner  House 

2. Location 

street & number Route 701 NIL not for publication 

city, town G r e e n v i l l e  vicinity of 

state V i r g i n i a  code 51 county Augusta code 015 

3. COassiBication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public - occupied X X agriculture - museum 
2 building(s) private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both w o r k  in progress educational X private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment - religious 
- object in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 

N/A - no military - other: 

4. Owner off Property 

name James S. Mur~hv .  M.D. 

street & number 177 Eas t  64th S t r e e t  

citv, town New York d b i c i n i t y  of state New York 10021 

5. Location off LeqaI Description 

courthouse. reaistrv of deeds, etc. Augusta County Courthouse 

street & number N/A 

city, town S t aun ton  state V i r g i n i a  

6. kpresentation in Existing Surveys (2)  (see c o n t i n u a t i o n  Shee t  

(1)Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
title Survey has this property been determined elegible? - yes X no 

date 1973, 1980 - federal X state - county - local 

depository for survey records V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 

city, town Richmond 
state V i r g i n i a  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated 2 unaltered L original site 
1L good - ruins -altered moved date N l A  
-fair - unexposed 

- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

~ ~ 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Bethel  Green c o n s i s t s  of a square,  b r i c k  farmhouse wi th  s e r v i c e  e l l  completed i n  
1857, s i t u a t e d  i n  a n  unspoiled p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  i n  t h e  southern  h a l f  of Augusta County. 
The e x t e r i o r  i s  embellished wi th  a one-story Greek Ionic  p o r t i c o  with fancy s c r o l l e d  
l a t t i c e ,  r e a r  porches wi th  Gothic r a i l i n g s ,  and bracketed corn ices .  Included i n  t h e  
proper ty  a r e  a number of contemporary outbui ld ings .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house preserves  
much of i ts  o r i g i n a l  f i n i s h  and f u r n i t u r e ,  inc luding  wallpaper,  c u r t a i n s ,  and carpe t ing .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Bethel Green, a well-preserved, mid-19th-century farm, i s  loca ted  amidst r o l l i n g  
h i l l s  a t  t h e  headwaters of Chr i s t i ans  Creek i n  southwestern Augusta County. The house 
and outbui ld ings  s i t  d i r e c t l y  along t h e  road, northwest of t h e  s i t e  of t h e  famous Bumgard- 
ner  Whiskey D i s t i l l e r y .  

The square  b r i c k  house i s  t h e  f o c a l  po in t  of t h e  farmstead. I ts double-pi le ,  cen t r a l -  
passage p lan  breaks from t h e  s ing le -p i l e  I-house and e l l  des ign  t h a t  had become t h e  
s tandard l o c a l  farmhouse p lan  i n  t h e  Valley by t h e  mid-19th century.  Applied t o  t h i s  new 
des ign  a r e  many s t y l i s h ,  "popular" f e a t u r e s - - t a l l ,  pa i red  4/4  sash  windows; a bracketed 
corn ice ;  and b r i c k  chimney s t a c k s  wi th  Gothic l a n c e t  arches.  A one-story, Greek Ion ic  
p o r t i c o  with a f l a t  roof s h e l t e r s  a n  I t a l i a n a t e  en t rance .  Paneled p i l a s t e r s  and r evea l s  
frame t h e  double, three-panel doors ,  f i n i shed  wi th  heavi ly  appl ied  moldings. Or ig ina l  
pa in ted  and s t a i n e d  g l a s s  remains i n  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s .  

Behind t h e  c e n t r a l  block and s e t  s l i g h t l y  t o  t h e  south  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  two-story, 
four-room s e r v i c e  e l l  s o  common i n  t h i s  a r e a  i n  t h e  mid- t o  l a t e  19th  century.  The e l l  
chimney ( r e b u i l t )  i s  decorated wi th  a l a n c e t  a r c h  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  main block. The e l l  a l s o  
f e a t u r e s  a s impler  bracketed co rn ice  and smal le r  ve r s ions  of t h e  pa i red  windows, i n  t r a -  
d i t i o n a l  6 /6  propor t ions ,  a s  w e l l  a s  6/6 sa sh  on t h e  ground s t o r y .  A wooden porch wi th  
an e l a b o r a t e  Gothic r a i l i n g  s t r e t c h e s  from the  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  e l l  i n t o  a double porch 
on t h e  no r th ,  o r  back, s i d e  of t h e  main block t o  a c a r r i a g e  porch off  t h e  e a s t  corner  of 
t h e  main house. This  porch s h e l t e r s  an a r e a  serv ing  t h e  c e l l a r  rooms. 

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house, which has received only minor a l t e r a t i o n s ,  p re sen t s  a 
spec tacu la r  example of V ic to r i an  fu rn i sh ing  and decorat ion.  A small ,  formal en t rance  
foyer  has  been broken o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage. The en t ry  w a l l s  and c e i l i n g  a r e  painted 
o l i v e  green with p a l e  green panels  and complemented by gold molded door t r i m  wi th  carved 
corner  blocks.  Pa in ted  Gothic cusps and f o i l s  adorn t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  c e i l i n g  and t h e  
c e i l i n g  medallion. The spandre ls  of t h e  en t ry  t o  t h e  s t a i r c a s e  a r e  pa in ted  wi th  f o l i -  
a t e d  ornament. Double rows of s i d e l i g h t s  and a l a r g e  segmental-arch f a n l i g h t ,  a l l  with 
f r o s t e d  and pa in ted  g l a s s ,  frame t h e  double doors  leading  towards t h e  s t a i r  h a l l .  A 
heavy walnut V ic to r i an  newel, turned b a l u s t e r s ,  and carved s t a i r  b racke t s  c rea t ed  a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  decora t ive  s t a i r  des ign  f o r  t h i s  county i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  s t a i r  h a l l .  Family 
records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t hese  w a l l s  had o r i g i n a l l y  been f in i shed  wi th  "Sienna marble paper ,"  
h ighl ighted  by "16 column paper," and t h a t  "Venetian carpe t"  covered t h e  f l o o r .  The s t a i r  
preserves  i ts  o r i g i n a l  b r a s s  carpeo rods.  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #1) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic c o n s e r v a t i o n  - law - science 
- 1500-1599 - agriculture economics -literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 X architecture -education - military - social1 
- 1700-1 799 X art - engineering - music humanitarian 
X 1800-1899 -commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- 1900- - communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1857 BuilderlArchitect Jonathan Brown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The house built by the contractor Jonathan Brown for James Bumgardner, a prosperous 
Augusta County farmer and distiller, is a rare document of mid-19th-century taste in 
architecture and interior decoration virtually undisturbed since its completion in 1857. 
Although the basic house is architecturally conservative with its symmetrical, double- 
pile plan, the elaborate Gothic-style porches, fancy chimney stacks, scrolled lattice, 
and Italianate bracketed cornice make the house a stylish amalgam of contemporary archi- 
tectural modes. Of exceptional interest is the Victorian interior, especially the parlors 
which preserve their original wallpaper, curtains, carpeting, furniture, and other embel- 
lishments. In addition to their representing Bumgardner's wealth and taste, these interior 
decorations are uniquely valuable to the study of Virginia decorative arts since they are 
completely documented as to date, source, and cost in the extensive collection of papers 
still in the possession of Bethel Green's owner. Adding further interest to the place 
is a set of early outbuildings and an unspoiled pastoral setting. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Bethel Green incorporates land which has been owned and..occupied by the Bumgardner 
family and their descendants since the Confederation period. The present boundaries of 
the property include the original 102 acres on Christian's Creek purchased from John 
Waddell by James Bumgardner's grandfather, Christian Bumgardner, in 1784. James Bumgard- 
ner's father, Jacob, established a prosperous distillery on the property, which became 
known far and wide for its "Old Bumgardner Rye Whiskey." James Bumgardner acquired all 
his father's interest in land, slaves, and other property by covenant in 1847, although 
the transfer of the real estate was not recorded in the land tax book until 1855. Sub- 
sequent land tax books establish the completion of the present house by 1857. This 
house replaces an earlier dwelling located immediately to the southeast, the site of 
which is now occupi&d by a sunken garden. 

To build his house, James Bumgardner engaged the services of Jonathan Brown, a car- 
penter and contractor originally from the region but who was living in Richmond when 
Bumgardner employed him. Brown moved back to the Greenville area while the house was 
being constructed. Brown's skill as a carpenter and joiner is evident on the interior 
by the careful moldings and other trim, and on the exterior by the elaborate Gothic 
railings on the rear porches. Documents pertaining to the construction of the house 
survive in the family papers. 

Bumgardner apparently was determined to decorate and furnish his house in the latest 
fashion, and the excellently preserved interior survives as an important example of upper- 
middle-class taste of the period. The double parlors, in particular, are among a very 

(See Continuation Sheet t3) 
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6 .  Representa t ion  i n  Exis t ing  Surveys 

(2,)Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory 
1957 (Federal)  
Library of  Congress 
Washington, D.C .  

7 .  Descr ip t ion  - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis  

The double p a r l o r s  t o  t h e  e a s t  of t h e  passage boas t  t h e  best-preserved Vic to r i an  
i n t e r i o r s  i n  t h e  house. Cream-and-gold f l o r a l  Rococo Revival wallpaper ,  poss ib ly  from 
France; burgundy-and-rose f l o r a l  "Velvet B r u s s e l l s  Carpet," and gold-and-rose-colored 
I ,  S a t i n  Delaine Curtains" make a t y p i c a l  r i c h  i n t e r i o r  of the  mid-19th century.  The 
c u r t a i n s  s t i l l  hang from t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g i l t  co rn ices  and a r e  pul led  back with rose-and- 
gold-colored t i e  ropes hung on e l a b o r a t e  decorated g i l t  hooks. Elabora te  g i l t  mi r ro r s  
r e s t  a t o p  t h e  black-and-gold I t a l i a n  mantelpieces. The painted baseboards continue the  
b lack  marbleized des ign  around t h e  room, al though t h e  remainder of t h e  woodwork-including 
t h e  s l i d i n g  doors ,  window panels  and door moldings--are painted t h e  o r i g i n a l  cream co lo r .  
Two r a r e  s u r v i v a l s  from t h e  19th century  a r e  t h e  hea r th  rug i n  t h e  back p a r l o r  and t h e  
two concave wallpapered f i r e p l a c e  screens .  The rosewood p a r l o r  s u i t e ,  i n  t h e  Louis XV 
s t y l e ,  inc ludes  marble top p a r l o r  t a b l e s ,  t h r e e  s o f a s ,  upholstered arm c h a i r s  and ottomans, 
and many balloon-back s i d e  c h a i r s ,  f i n i shed  wi th  rose-and-moss green v e l v e t  s e a t s .  An old- 
fashioned square p iano ,  purchased from t h e  Knabe manufacturers i n  Baltimore, remains i n  
t h e  back p a r l o r .  Contemporary b i l l s  f o r  t hese  purchases r e v e a l  t h a t  James Bumgardner pur- 
chased most of t h e  i n t e r i o r  fu rn i sh ings  from Richmond s t o r e s  and companies. The two g i l t  
bronze g a s o l i e r s  a r e  contemporary with the  house bu t  were taken from t h e  home of a  r e l a -  
t i v e  and i n s t a l l e d  a t  a  l a t e r  da t e .  

The two f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms on t h e  west s i d e  have not  been s o  consciously preserved,  
although most of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork and much of t h e  family f u r n i t u r e  su rv ives .  These 
rooms con ta in  dark  wooden mantels  wi th  des igns  s i m i l a r  t o  those  i n  t h e  double p a r l o r s .  
Gold f l u t e d  t r i m  wi th  carved corner  blocks and t h e  c a s t e l l a t e d  c u r t a i n  corn ices  suggest 
a  more formal func t ion  f o r  t h e  no r th  room than t h e  ad jo in ing  l i b r a r y  t o  t h e  south ,  f i n i shed  
wi th  rows of bookcases and simpler  architrave-molded, cream-coiored t r i m .  There i s  evidence 
t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  mid-19th-century wallpaper  may be  preserved behind t h e  p resen t  paper. 

The f i n i s h  i n  t h e  four  l a r g e  bedrooms on t h e  second f l o o r  i s  l e s s  e l abora t e .  The 
i d e n t i c a l  c l a s s i c a l  mantel des igns  have carved f r i e z e s  but  a r e  pa in ted  d i f f e r e n t  co lo r s .  
I n  t h e  e a s t  room, the  t r i m  and mantel a r e  painted whi te  and t h e  baseboards brown. A 
s t a i n e d  mantel,  cream-colored t r i m ,  and brown baseboards f i n i s h  t h e  west room. The south 
room mantel has been grained i n  b lack  and c o n t r a s t s  with p a l e  b lue  t r i m .  The b r i g h t e s t  
c o l o r s  a r e  found i n  t h e  no r th  room wi th  t h e  window t r i m  and baseboard molding painted 
gold, t h e  baseboards brown, t h e  door t r i m  blue-gray, and t h e  baseboards on the  i n t e r i o r  
w a l l  brown. 

The bathroom a t  t h e  top of t h e  s t a i r s  had o r i g i n a l l y  been a  t runk room. It was 
probably one of t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  and i n  i t s  unal te red  form r e f l e c t s  many of t h e  

(See Continuation Sheet 12) 
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7. Descr ip t ion  - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis 

e a r l y  i d e a l s  of bathroom design.  Bu i l t - in  c a b i n e t s  s t r e t c h  ac ross  one w a l l ~ a n d  t h e  
bathroom f i x t u r e s ,  i nc lud ing  a  ro l l - r im  tub ,  a r e  loca ted  on t h e  oppos i te  wa l l .  Every- 
th ing  i n  t h e  room, inc lud ing  t h e  l i t t l e  wooden c h a i r ,  has been painted a  spark l ing ,  
s a n i t a r y  white .  

The main block con ta ins  a  f u l l  basement wi th  unfinished rooms t o  t h e  no r th  and e a s t  
and f i n i s h e d  rooms t o  t h e  south  and west.  The unfinished rooms have been p l a s t e r e d ,  but  
have always been used f o r  s to rage .  The south  room served a s  d in ing  space,  f i n i shed  with 
a  simple Greek Revival mantel,  moldings, and four-panel doors ,  a l l  of which have r ecen t ly  
been pa in ted  white .  The west room o r i g i n a l l y  served a s  a  b u t l e r ' s  pant ry  connecting t h e  
k i t chen  e l l  t o  t h e  d in ing  room, bu t  t h e  Murphys remodeled t h i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  modern k i tchen .  

Another s i g n i f i c a n t  and unusual f e a t u r e  of t h i s  i s  t h e  ex tens ive  and convenient ly 
arranged s e r v i c e  a rea .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u t l e r ' s  pant ry  was a  s t o r a g e  pantry i n  the  
south  end of the  k i t chen ,  a t tached  t o  t h e  main block. A beaded board p a r t i t i o n  separa ted  
t h i s  s to rage  a r e a  from t h e  main k i t chen ,  which had been served by a  chimney i n  t h e  loca- 
t i o n  of t h e  p resen t  s t a i r c a s e .  A second f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  no r th  room was used f o r  but- 
chering and contained a  b i g  k e t t l e  f o r  va r ious  butchering,  laundering,  and o the r  heavy- 
s e r v i c e  funct ions .  The e l l  has  been remodeled t o  se rve  a s  a  modern apartment,  bu t  a l l  
t h e  major w a l l s  have been maintained, a s  w e l l  a s  an unusually l a r g e  p i e  s a f e .  An out- 
s i d e  door on t h e  no r theas t  s i d e  of the  k i tchen  l e a d s  out  t o  a  covered walkway o r  a rea  
a t  the  ground l e v e l  around t h e  northwest s i d e  of t h e  main house and t h e  no r theas t  s i d e  
of t h e  e l l .  

A f u l l  complement of 19th-century outbui ld ings  echoes t h e  l i v e l y  mid-19th-century 
s p i r i t  of t h e  main house. The board-and-batten and s tucco  bu i ld ings  wi th  t h e i r  carved 
bargeboard t r i m  sugges t  popular mid-19th-century in f luences ,  l i k e  the  main house. The 
house i s  surrounded by a  white  p i cke t  fence,  p ick ing  up on t h e  Gothic s p i r i t  wi th  pointed 
pos ts .  Several  frame farm bu i ld ings ,  a  bank barn,  granary,  and shed a r e  loca ted  no r th  
of t h e  main house and pa in ted  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  red wi th  white  quadrant corners .  I n  i ts  
e n t i r e t y ,  Bethe l  Green i s  a n  amazing s u r v i v a l  of a  wealthy, 19th-century Valley farm- 
s t ead .  

10. Geographical Data - Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  

property l i n e  f o r  l a s t  500', t o  NW s i d e  of VA. 693 ;  thence about 300' SW t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  
The bounds have been drawn t o  inc lude  the  house and two outbui ld ings  surroundin? i t  t o  t h e  
south  of VA. 701, t h e  a s soc ia t ed  farm bu i ld ings  across  t h e  road, and t h e  pond on which t h e  
Bumgardner d i s t i l l e r y  formerly stood. The nominated acreage i s  a l s o  t h e  s i t e  of a  l a t e  18th- 
century dwelling. 
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8. Significance - Background Information 

few Virginia rooms of the mid-19th century to retain virtually all of their original 
finish including carpeting, curtains, wallpaper, painted surfaces, and furniture. The 
survival is largely due to one member ofl~the family's determination to keep the rooms 
as she remembered them in her childhood. 

The lengths to which Bumgardner went to create such a stylish setting is evident 
in the bills for these items, preserved in the family's papers as well. These bills 
provide a rare source of documentation for Virginia decorative arts of the Victorian 
period and demonstrate that many goods, hitherto assumed by scholars to have been ac- 
quired out of state, were readily available through Virginia dealers. According to the 
bills, velvet carpeting, Venetian carpeting, Brussels carpeting, and ingrain carpeting 
were supplied to Bethel Green by the Richmond firm of Richardson & Co. of Main Street. 
The firm of Doggett and Anderson, Richmond dealers in floor and oil cloths, window 
shades, and curtains, supplied the satin delaine curtains for the parlors as well as 
the gold-and-cream scroll wallpaper and borders still on the parlor walls. Doggett 
and Anderson also sold Bumgardner the two concave-back fireplace covers for the parlors, 
a type noted by experts to be extremely rare. Hardware came from the firm Johnston and 
Bransford of Richmond, while the still-surviving brass stair carpet rods came from 
Smith and Harwood, also a Richmond hardware firm. Bumgardner ordered a large quantity 
of table glass from Bulkley & Co. of Richmond, and china from George J. Sumner & Co. of 
the "Iron Building" on 14th Street in Richmond. Exceptions to the Richmond purchases 
are the large, square piano in the west parlor, which came from Knabe of Baltimore, and 
the stained glass in the entrance hall which also came from Baltimore. The whole assem- 
blage, especially the parlors, presents a delightful, authentic picture of the rich, 
colorful taste of the mid-Victorian period. 

Bethel Green was inherited by J. Alexander Bumgardner after James Bumgardner's 
death in 1890. The distillery went bankrupt in 1895, necessitating the auction of the 
house. It was purchased by J. Alexander Bumgardner's sister, Bettie Waddell Bumgardner 
Murphy (Mrs. Patrick Livingston Murphy), who rented it to her brother until she herself 
moved into the house in 1921 and lived there until her death in 1933. The current owner 
of Bethel Green is James S. Murphy, M.D., of New York City, who maintains the house as 
he inherited it. 
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